
READING THE WORD OF GOD
Essential Habits of Disciples

BACKDROP
The Gospel of John begins with one of the most elegant passages of the New Testament. In a
poetic fashion, John places each line of Scripture into place with a distinct purpose. These first
eighteen verses of John’s Gospel provide a table of contents, so to speak, for the themes found
in the Gospel of John. For our purposes, we are going to examine how these verses relate to our
study of God’s Word. Let’s break down some of the main aspects of these poetic lines.

PASSAGE Read John 1:1–18.

1 In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.

2 He was in the beginning with God.
3 All things came to be through him,

and without him nothing came to be.
What came to be 4 through him was life,

and this life was the light of the human race;
5 the light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 A man named John was sent from God. 7 He came for testimony, to testify to the light, so that all might
believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

10 He was in the world,
and the world came to be through him,
but the world did not know him.

11 He came to what was his own,
but his own people did not accept him.

12 But to those who did accept him he gave power to become children of God, to those who believe in his
name, 13 who were born not by natural generation nor by human choice nor by a man’s decision but of
God.

14 And the Word became flesh
and made his dwelling among us,
and we saw his glory,
the glory as of the Father’s only Son,
full of grace and truth.

15 John testified to him and cried out, saying, “This was he of whom I said, ‘The one who is coming after
me ranks ahead of me because he existed before me.’” 16 From his fullness we have all received, grace in
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place of grace, 17 because while the law was given through Moses, grace and truth came through Jesus
Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. The only Son, God, who is at the Father’s side, has revealed him.

EXPLORE

1. Both Matthew’s and Luke’s Gospels begin by describing Jesus’ birth. How does John open his
Gospel in verse 1?

2. What else does John reveal about Jesus in verses 1–5?

3. Who is John the Baptist? What did he do? (see verses 6-9 & verse 15)

4. Read 1 John 1:1–5 (below).  What does this tell us about the testimony of John, the author of
this Gospel?

1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we
have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2 The life
appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father
and has appeared to us. 3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have
fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write this to
make our joy complete.

5. In verses 10–11, how does the world view Jesus? What is ironic about this?

6. What happens in verse 14? Why do you think it might be significant?

HOW TO PRAY WITH SCRIPTURE
The Church has a deep reverence for the study of Scripture. The tradition of lectio divina in the
Church has been a fruitful practice of praying and reading Scripture for centuries. It involves first
reading through a passage of Scripture—for instance, a story from the Gospels—and then going
through a progression of steps while you read the passage:

Lectio—What does the biblical text say in itself?
Meditatio—What does the biblical text say to us?
Oratio—What do we say to the Lord in response to His Word?
Contemplatio—What conversion of mind, heart and life is the Lord asking of us?
Actio—Make a resolution to make our lives a gift for others in charity.
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PRAY Read Hebrews 4:12-16

12 For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to
dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 13 Nothing in all
creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom
we must give account.

14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven,[f] Jesus the Son of God, let
us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with
our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 16
Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to
help us in our time of need.
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